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SUBJ: JAMES MCGREGOR AND THE NBA ALL-STARS 

AMERICAN BASKETBALL COACH-PROMOTER JAMES MCGREGOR AND 
HIS QUOTE NBA ALL-STAR TEAM END QUOTE HAVE RECENTLY PLAYED 
A SERIES OF MATCHES WITH LOCAL TEAMS IN SEVERAL YUGOSLAV 
CITIES. VISIT HAS GENERATED CONSIDERABLE ILL-WILL AND LARGE 
AMOUNT BAD PUBLICITY. MCGREGOR ACCUSED OF TRYING TO 
HOOD-WINK YUGOSLAV PUBLIC BY PASSING OFF AMERICAN TEAM AS 
PROFESSIONAL WHEN IT APPEARS TO BE A PICK UP SQUAD WITH MANY 
MEMBERS WHO SEEM TO HAVE DUBIOUS CLAIM TO PROFESSIONAL 
STATUS. LOCAL PROMOTERS WHO INVESTED IN TOUR FEEL THEY HAVE 
BEEN DUPED AND ARE EXTREMELY UNHAPPY WITH SITUATION WHICH 
THEY FEEL BORDERS ON DISHONEST. CALIBRE OF 
TEAM MAY TO SOME EXTENT BE JUDGED BY FACT IT LOST THREE 
CON SECTUI VE GAMES IN LJUBLJANA, ZAGREB AND SARAJEVO. 
ACCORDING TO FIRST HAND OBSERVERS, PLAYING WAS NOT OF 
PROFESSIONAL QUALITY AND NOT UP TO NBA ALL STAR STANDARDS. 
YUGOSLAVIA'S LEADING DAILY, POLITIKA, DEVOTED ARTICLE TO 
CRITICISM OF TOUR AND SPECULATED AS TO WHETHER THE AMERICAN 
ORGANIZERS HAD DUPED THE YUGOSLAV ORGANIZERS, OR WHETHER 
YUGOSLAV ORGANIZERS HAD DUPED THE PUBLIC. AMERICAN 
PROFESSIONAL BASKETBALL WAS CLEARLY THE LOSER IN THIS MATCH. 
WE UNDERSTAND MCGREGOR HAS OTHER TEAMS ALL ADVERTISED AS 
PROFESSIONALS NOW TOURING EUROPE. ON BASIS OF YUGOSLAV 
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DISCRETION AND CAUTION IN ANY DEALINGS WITH MCGREGOR. THE 
BAD IMAGE THIS AFFAIR HAS GIVEN TO PROFESSIONAL AMERICAN 
BASKETBALL WILL NOT SOON BE FORGOTTEN AMONG LOCAL FANS, AND 
IT WILL TAKE NOTHING SHORT OF VISIT OF REALLY FIRST CLASS 
PROFESSIONAL TEAM TO ERASE THIS MEMORY. BELGRADE REQUESTS 
DEPARTMENT BRING THIS MATTER TO ATTENTION NBA. 

SILBERMAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 
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